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Pego Marshes Birding Tour
Our Pego Marshes Birding tour is design to watch 
a wide range of species. During the morning, we 
will visit the Pego Marshes which are a significant 
wetland site located between Alicante and Valencia 
provinces. It has an area of 1290 hectares and it was 
declared Natural Park and Wetland of International 
Importance in 1994. Its  geological origin dates back 
to thousands of years ago when the shoreline was 
separated from the Mediterranean Sea through the 
sedimentation brought down by the rivers. These 
coastal wetlands are important breeding areas for 
Purple, Night and Squacco Heron, Black-winged 
Stilt, Little Bittern, Collared Pratincole, Red-necked 
Nightjar, Whiskered tern,  Moustached warbler, 
Savi’s Warbler, Hoopoe, Little Ringed Plover and 
Great Reed warbler. Marsh Harriers can be watched 
all year round. The Pego Marshes also hold one 
of the best aquatic plant communities within all 
Spain. In addition, it is possible to see an endemic 
prawn (Dugastella valentina) and a fish known as 
‘samaruc’ (Valencia hispanica), which is in danger of 
extinction.

In winter large flocks of wildfowl visit the area as it is 
completely flooded. Furthermore, during that time 
of the year, Bluethroats, Penduline Tits, Chiffchaffs, 
Booted Eagles and Ospreys are frequently seen.

During the afternoon we will head for the beautiful 
Alicante mountains to visit a Griffon Vulture colony 
which was reintroduced in 2001. There, we will look 
for Blue Rock Thrush and other interesting species. 
Lately, we will walk through to a mature oak forest, 
where we will look out for Bonelli’s and Subalpine 
Warblers, Common Crossbill, Rock Bunting, Red-
rumped Swallow, Rock Sparrow and raptors such as 
the Bonelli’s Eagle or the Peregrine Falcon.

This is a one day tour and involves a short walk.



El Hondo de Elche and Salinas de Santa Pola

n the South of Alicante province there are very interesting nature reserves worth to pay a visit. In this 
day tour, we will search for top birds species at el Hondo de Elche which is one of the best birdwatching 
place in East Spain. It holds during the breeding season an important population of Squacco, Night and 
Purple Heron, and Little Bittern. Other interesting species that can be found in the Hondo are: Glossy ibis, 
Roller, Bee-eater, Short-toed and Lesser Short-toed Lark, Bearded and Penduline tit, Cetti’s, Fan-tailed and 
Mustached Warbler, Woodchat Shrike, Marbled and White-headed Duck and a large number of Flamingos.

During the migrations many waders such as Green, Little and Wood sandpipers, along with Black Tern 
and Garganey can be observed in el Hondo de Elche. In winter el Hondo de Elche is very good for raptors 
such as Booted Eagle, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Hen Harrier, Marsh Harrier and Spotted Eagle which have 
become very regular. Besides, Bluethroat, Cranes and Craig martin are often seen in winter.

In the afternoon we will visit the Salinas de Santa Pola. The area is truly good place to observe Kentish 
Plover, Slender-billed, Audouin’s and Mediterranean Gull along with Whiskered and Gull-billed Tern. In the 
winter months Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Spoonbills and Great White Egrets are abundant. In addition, we can 
not overlook the waders migration which can be impressive.

There is an option of combine one of the two areas with the visit of the Vinalopo River gorge, home of the 
elusive Trumpet Finch. There, we will also look out for Rock Thrush, Rock Sparrow, Crag Martin, Bee-eater, 
Black Wheatear and Rock Bunting.

This tour involve no walking difficulties. As the water of el Hondo de Elche reservoir is widely use for 
watering the surrounding farmland, we do recommend to visit the Hondo from September to June.



Great Bustard Tour
In our Great Bustard Tour we will drive to the 
steppes of East Albacete in search of stunning birds. 
It is a wonderful place for birding and enjoying 
the beauty of the landscape. The traditional use of 
the land and the no use of pesticides have allowed 
conserving a very interesting bird community. Here 
we should see Black-eared Wheatear, Short-toed 
Lark, Lesser Short-toed Lark, Calandra Lark, Thekla 
Lark, Corn Bunting, Stone Curlew, Great and Little 
Bustard, Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Lesser kestrel, 
Hen Harrier, Red Kite, Eagle Owl and Little Owl. 
Furthermore, there are in the area many temporary 
lagoons scattered among the steppes that are wet 
through the year. 

They represent basic breeding grounds for the 
endangered White-headed Duck. Greater Flamingo, 
Whiskered Tern and Black-necked Grebe has been 
breeding continuously in the area during the last 
years. Many other wildfowl and waders can also be 
found in the lagoons such as the Ferruginous Duck 
which use the area during migration and winter. In 
addition, during the migration season, it is possible 
to enjoy of large numbers of Dotterels which use 
the uncultivated land to rest and feed. In the last 
years, has been frequently observed Hobby, Black 
Vulture and even the rare Spanish Imperial Eagle. 
All in all, in this Great Bustard Tour will be look for 
all these special Spanish birds.This tour involve no 
walking difficulties.



Birdwatching packages

 4 nights  Accomodation 

Check in : Thursday afternoon  
Check out:  Monday morning

Programme:
Thursday evening: 
Dinner in Bella Vista Bar.
Friday morning: 
Pego Marshes Birding Tour. See information in a 
separate sheet.
Lunch:   
Font Salada Restaurant (not included in the package).
Friday afternoon: 
Monduver or Ebo Valley.
Friday evening:  
Dinner in Bella Vista Bar.
Saturday morning: 
El Hondo de Elche. (See information in a separate sheet)
Lunch:   
Not included in the package
Saturday afternoon: 
The Salinas de Santa Pola. 
(See information in a separate sheet)
Saturday evening: 
Dinner in Bella Vista Bar.
Sunday: 
Great Bustard Tour (steppes of East Albacete). 
(See information in a separate sheet)
Lunch:   
Not included in the package
Sunday evening: 
Dinner at Bella Vista Bar.
Monday morning: 
Breakfast.



More information

· La explicación podrá hacerse tanto en castellano como en inglés.

· Duración aproximada de 2:30 h donde visitaremos diferentes hábitats 
del Parque Natural y disfrutaremos de la observación de aves. 

· Durante la época de caza (del 12 octubre a aproximadamente 
mediados de febrero), las excursiones quedan limitadas a días entre 
semana laborables, ya que los días de caza son festivos y fin de 
semana.

· La recogida de los clientes se hará en la Urbanización Bellavista, 
preferiblemente por la mañana antes de las 12 h. (Por ser las primeras 
horas del día las de mayor probabilidad de observar aves).

· Se recomienda que los clientes traigan prismáticos. 



Urbanización Bellavista Residential
Partida Monte Pego

Pego, Alicante
Tel. 966 400 400

www.bellavistaresidential.com


